
1857 

Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 / Oct. 17 

Center on 9/11, treating victims when the 
towers collapsed; he narrowly escaped 
death himself. He also recently volunteered 
in the mountains of Kashmir, where he 
helped treat the victims of last year’s dev-
astating South Asian earthquake. Farooq’s 
courage and compassion represent the best 
of the American spirit. 

Paramedic Muhammad is a proud Mus-
lim; he is a patriotic American. And those 
are characteristics he shares with the other 
special American guests gathered in this 
room. All of you bring credit to your faith. 
You make America a better and stronger 
country, and we’re honored by your pres-
ence tonight. 

The United States also appreciates the 
many Muslim nations who stand with us 
in the war on terror, some of whom are 
represented here tonight. You know that 
the majority of the victims of the terrorists 
have been innocent Muslims, and many of 
you have seen terrorist violence in your 

own cities and your streets. We welcome 
you here. We are proud to work with you 
to defeat the terrorists and extremists and 
help bring a brighter future to millions of 
Muslim people throughout the world who 
yearn for moderation and peace. 

On this special evening, we celebrate the 
millions of Muslims that we are proud to 
call American citizens. We honor the many 
Islamic nations that America is proud to 
call friends. And we renew the ties of 
friendship that should bind all who trace 
their faith back to God’s call on Abraham. 

Laura and I are grateful that you’re here. 
Once again, I wish you a blessed Ramadan. 
And now Imam Eid will say the blessing. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:52 p.m. in 
the State Dining Room at the White House. 
In his remarks, he referred to Imam Talal 
Y. Eid, founder and director of religious af-
fairs, Islamic Institute of Boston. 

Remarks on Signing the Military Commissions Act of 2006 
October 17, 2006 

Please be seated. Welcome to the White 
House on an historic day. It is a rare occa-
sion when a President can sign a bill he 
knows will save American lives; I have that 
privilege this morning. 

The Military Commissions Act of 2006 
is one of the most important pieces of legis-
lation in the war on terror. This bill will 
allow the Central Intelligence Agency to 
continue its program for questioning key 
terrorist leaders and operatives like Khalid 
Sheikh Mohammed, the man believed to 
be the mastermind of the September the 
11th, 2001, attacks on our country. This 
program has been one of the most success-
ful intelligence efforts in American history. 
It has helped prevent attacks on our coun-
try. And the bill I sign today will ensure 
that we can continue using this vital tool 

to protect the American people for years 
to come. The Military Commissions Act will 
also allow us to prosecute captured terror-
ists for war crimes through a full and fair 
trial. 

Last month, on the fifth anniversary of 
9/11, I stood with Americans who lost fam-
ily members in New York and Washington 
and Pennsylvania. I listened to their stories 
of loved ones they still miss. I told them 
America would never forget their loss. 
Today I can tell them something else: With 
the bill I’m about to sign, the men our 
intelligence officials believe orchestrated 
the murder of nearly 3,000 innocent people 
will face justice. 

I want to thank the Vice President for 
joining me today. Mr. Vice President, ap-
preciate you. Secretary Don Rumsfeld, I 
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appreciate your service to our country. I 
want to thank Attorney General Al 
Gonzales; General Mike Hayden, Director 
of the Central Intelligence Agency; General 
Pete Pace, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff. 

I appreciate very much Senator John 
Warner, chairman of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee, and Congressman 
Duncan Hunter, chairman of the House 
Armed Services Committee, for joining us 
today. I want to thank both of these men 
for their leadership. I appreciate Senator 
Lindsey Graham from South Carolina join-
ing us. Congressman Jim Sensenbrenner, 
chairman of the House Judiciary Com-
mittee; Congressman Steve Buyer of Indi-
ana; Congressman Chris Cannon of Utah— 
thank you all for coming. 

The bill I sign today helps secure this 
country, and it sends a clear message: This 
Nation is patient and decent and fair, and 
we will never back down from the threats 
to our freedom. 

One of the terrorists believed to have 
planned the 9/11 attacks said he hoped the 
attacks would be the beginning of the end 
of America. He didn’t get his wish. We 
are as determined today as we were on 
the morning of September the 12th, 2001. 
We’ll meet our obligation to protect our 
people, and no matter how long it takes, 
justice will be done. 

When I proposed this legislation, I ex-
plained that I would have one test for the 
bill Congress produced: Will it allow the 
CIA program to continue? This bill meets 
that test. It allows for the clarity our intel-
ligence professionals need to continue 
questioning terrorists and saving lives. This 
bill provides legal protections that ensure 
our military and intelligence personnel will 
not have to fear lawsuits filed by terrorists 
simply for doing their jobs. 

This bill spells out specific, recognizable 
offenses that would be considered crimes 
in the handling of detainees so that our 
men and women who question captured 
terrorists can perform their duties to the 

fullest extent of the law. And this bill com-
plies with both the spirit and the letter 
of our international obligations. As I’ve said 
before, the United States does not torture. 
It’s against our laws, and it’s against our 
values. 

By allowing the CIA program to go for-
ward, this bill is preserving a tool that has 
saved American lives. The CIA program 
helped us gain vital intelligence from 
Khalid Sheikh Mohammed and Ramzi bin 
al-Shibh, two of the men believed to have 
helped plan and facilitate the 9/11 attacks. 
The CIA program helped break up a cell 
of 17 southeastern Asian terrorist operatives 
who were being groomed for attacks inside 
the United States. The CIA program 
helped us uncover key operatives in Al 
Qaida’s biological weapons program, includ-
ing a cell developing anthrax to be used 
in terrorist attacks. 

The CIA program helped us identify ter-
rorists who were sent to case targets inside 
the United States, including financial build-
ings in major cities on the east coast. And 
the CIA program helped us stop the 
planned strike on U.S. marines in Djibouti, 
a planned attack on the U.S. consulate in 
Karachi, and a plot to hijack airplanes and 
fly them into Heathrow Airport and Canary 
Wharf in London. 

Altogether, information from terrorists in 
CIA custody has played a role in the cap-
ture or questioning of nearly every senior 
Al Qaida member or associate detained by 
the United States and its allies since this 
program began. Put simply, this program 
has been one of the most vital tools in 
our war against the terrorists. It’s been in-
valuable both to America and our allies. 
Were it not for this program, our intel-
ligence community believes that Al Qaida 
and its allies would have succeeded in 
launching another attack against the Amer-
ican homeland. By allowing our intelligence 
professionals to continue this vital program, 
this bill will save American lives. And I 
look forward to signing it into law. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 10:45 Oct 01, 2010 Jkt 211655 PO 00000 Frm 00546 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\211655A.016 211655Arm
aj

et
te

 o
n 

D
S

K
29

S
0Y

B
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

E
A

R
IN

G



1859 

Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 / Oct. 17 

The bill I’m about to sign also provides 
a way to deliver justice to the terrorists 
we have captured. In the months after 9/ 
11, I authorized a system of military com-
missions to try foreign terrorists accused 
of war crimes. These commissions were 
similar to those used for trying enemy com-
batants in the Revolutionary War and the 
Civil War and World War II. Yet the legal-
ity of the system I established was chal-
lenged in the court, and the Supreme 
Court ruled that the military commissions 
needed to be explicitly authorized by the 
United States Congress. 

And so I asked Congress for that author-
ity, and they have provided it. With the 
Military Commission Act, the legislative 
and executive branches have agreed on a 
system that meets our national security 
needs. These military commissions will pro-
vide a fair trial, in which the accused are 
presumed innocent, have access to an attor-
ney, and can hear all the evidence against 
them. These military commissions are law-
ful, they are fair, and they are necessary. 

When I sign this bill into law, we will 
use these commissions to bring justice to 
the men believed to have planned the at-
tacks of September the 11th, 2001. We’ll 
also seek to prosecute those believed re-
sponsible for the attack on the USS Cole, 
which killed 17 American sailors 6 years 
ago last week. We will seek to prosecute 
an operative believed to have been involved 
in the bombings of the American Embas-
sies in Kenya and Tanzania, which killed 
more than 200 innocent people and wound-
ed 5,000 more. With our actions, we will 
send a clear message to those who kill 
Americans: We will find you, and we will 
bring you to justice. 

Over the past few months, the debate 
over this bill has been heated, and the 

questions raised can seem complex. Yet, 
with the distance of history, the questions 
will be narrowed and few: Did this genera-
tion of Americans take the threat seriously, 
and did we do what it takes to defeat that 
threat? Every Member of Congress who 
voted for this bill has helped our Nation 
rise to the task that history has given us. 
Some voted to support this bill even when 
the majority of their party voted the other 
way. I thank the legislators who brought 
this bill to my desk for their conviction, 
for their vision, and for their resolve. 

There is nothing we can do to bring back 
the men and women lost on September 
the 11th, 2001. Yet we’ll always honor their 
memory, and we will never forget the way 
they were taken from us. This Nation will 
call evil by its name. We will answer brutal 
murder with patient justice. Those who kill 
the innocent will be held to account. 

With this bill, America reaffirms our de-
termination to win the war on terror. The 
passage of time will not dull our memory 
or sap our nerve. We will fight this war 
with confidence and with clear purpose. 
We will protect our country and our peo-
ple. We will work with our friends and 
allies across the world to defend our way 
of life. We will leave behind a freer, safer, 
and more peaceful world for those who 
follow us. 

And now, in memory of the victims of 
September the 11th, it is my honor to sign 
the Military Commissions Act of 2006 into 
law. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:35 a.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. S. 3930, 
approved October 17, was assigned Public 
Law No. 109–366. The Office of the Press 
Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of these remarks. 
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Remarks at a Swearing-In Ceremony for Mary E. Peters as Secretary of 
Transportation 
October 17, 2006 

Thank you very much. Good afternoon. 
We are here to congratulate Mary Peters 
on becoming our Nation’s 15th Secretary 
of Transportation. 

Mary is a dedicated public servant, an 
experienced leader, and one of our Nation’s 
most innovative thinker on transportation 
issues. Mary brings more than two decades 
of knowledge and skill to her new post. 
She also brings to her position the love 
and support of her friends and her family. 
I want to thank her family for being here, 
especially Mary’s husband, Terry. 

I appreciate my Chief of Staff, Josh 
Bolten, who is here to administer the oath. 
Presidents can’t administer the oath— 
[laughter]—so I tapped my man, Josh. 
[Laughter] 

I want to thank Maria Cino, who is the 
Deputy Secretary, Acting Secretary. I thank 
you for your service and your friendship. 

I appreciate my friend Secretary Norm 
Mineta. I got some other stuff to say about 
you here in a minute. [Laughter] I do want 
to thank Rodney Slater for joining us, 
former Secretary of Transportation, as well 
as Jim Burnley. Thank you both for coming. 
I’m proud you’re here, and I know Sec-
retary Peters appreciates it as well. 

The job of Secretary of Transportation 
is one of the most important in our Federal 
Government. The American people rely on 
the Department of Transportation to main-
tain a safe, reliable, and efficient transpor-
tation system. And the future of our grow-
ing economy and changing infrastructure 
depend on the decisions made by the Sec-
retary that will be put into action by this 
Department. 

The Secretary of Transportation also 
plays an important role in our Nation’s co-
ordinated efforts to guard against terrorist 
threats to our aircraft, seaports, and infra-
structure. For the past 6 years, these re-

sponsibilities have been carried out by 
Norm Mineta, who served our country with 
distinction, integrity, and dedication. Norm 
is our Nation’s longest serving Secretary of 
Transportation, and he served at a time 
of great consequence for our country. 

I remember after the attacks of Sep-
tember the 11th, when Norm led the suc-
cessful effort to bring tens of thousands 
of passengers aboard commercial aircraft to 
safe landings. He grounded quite a few 
planes, including the ones my mom and 
dad were on. They’ve always thanked you 
for that, Norm. [Laughter] 

After Hurricane Katrina, Norm and his 
team helped quickly repair and reopen the 
major—area’s major highways, airports, sea-
ports, and pipelines. He offered incentive- 
based contracts and used other innovative 
ideas, and as a result, the Department of 
Transportation was to get critical infrastruc-
ture in place faster than usual. I want to 
thank you for your leadership, Norm, and 
I want to thank you for your lifetime of 
service to our country, and I wish you all 
the very best. And I want to remind you, 
Maria made you look pretty good while you 
were in office. [Laughter] 

Mary Peters is the right person to suc-
ceed Norm as the Secretary of Transpor-
tation. She worked for several years with 
Secretary Mineta, and she understands the 
fine legacy she has to live up to. She also 
knows firsthand the skills and dedication 
of the men and women who work here 
at the Department of Transportation. She’s 
going to be a fine boss. She understands 
that to maintain our Nation’s competitive-
ness and to sustain our growing economy, 
we need a Secretary who can see the chal-
lenges and be willing to confront them. 

Mary Peters will provide strong leader-
ship. She has spent a lifetime working on 
transportation issues in both the private and 
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